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Aircraft are thé primary means of frafficker transport Jighter/tramc.r dwzned aurmgthe 19405 Lxmn.ed R
both within Bolivia and to neighboring countries, -, -~ . BAF facilities, a]onz thh the opcrauonal limitations >~
Disrupting air trafficking through the interdiction of . of this aircraft, fénder the T-33 x poor chdice for <= ¢’ .'I-_: T
air routes or the seizare of aircraft would sericusly... | mterceptet rols.- e ) )
impede, or even shut down,theacuvmsofsomwnm ' I R )
trafficker organizations. At the present time, the hck A more vxablc andldate c\lrremly inthe BAF i mven-_...: :

of proper training, equipment, and experience :uggat J.tory is theSvnss-madc Pilams PC-7a turboprop 3+ ..

[

that the complex art of air interception may not be a
viable option for the Bolivian Air Force (BAF). How-
ever, increased enforcement of existing laws could _ _
result in the confiscition of smuﬁcant numbers of -

traﬁckuamft.- N
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“aircralt normally used for"basxc,'transmon, and acro-
batic tnumnz In addmon to“bunzi_'asm' and morc '.7-:1::
; _maneu he airc

traﬁckers. , the PC-7, unlike the '_1‘-33 “would have -

httlc trouble operaunz from dirt airstrips. However, it .1
would have 1o be armed and, like the T-33, it is not

Air transportauon “plays a q—uaal role in thc cocaine equlpped with an air mte:cept radar. This shortcom-’
collection and processing cycles in Bolivia. The poorly, ing woild necssxtate zround cont.rollcxs vectoring 72
developed surface transportation systems in Bolivia ..... BAF am:-aﬂ. along mtcrccpt azunuths ‘until visual ::.
afford traffickers few options for moving coca denva- o contact could be made. Nthough “this’ eould conceiv- © -
tives and precursor chemicals. The limited rail net-. ;- , ably be accomphshed during faif weather and day--M

work does not service the primary coca cultivation or
" processing areas, and the poorly. maintained rcad

systems are subject to routine roadblocks by police

authorities. Although river networks in central and

light hours, mghtumc or cloudy weathcr intercepts -
would be cxu:mely dlﬂicult. if not_nnposs’ble. The - .
.. effective use of mther t.hc T-33 ‘or PC-7 for aubome~ s
_interdiction would require "careful coordination be-

. northern Bolivia are uscd by tratﬁc‘kcrs to move some " tween both ground controllers and pilots well tramed

coca products and precursors, aircraft remain the *

primary mode of transport both within Bolivia and to
. ) zurroundmg countries. Denying traffickers the use of

. either aircraft of airspace would seriously cripple . "
. - » TV

some Bolivian cocaine nctworks- T
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Any cfforts by the Bolivian Alir Force to mtercept
- ', airborne traffickers would be hindered by inadequate
- . radar coverage, obsolete jet fighters, as well as pilots
and ground controllers with little or no training in air
intercept missions. The propoesed deployment of new .
advanced mobile radars to provide coverage of air-
space used by traffickers might enable authorities to -

flight activity. The primary fighter/intercepter of the
BAF is the T-33, a small, fair-weather, jet-powered

monitor flight patterns but would do little to restrict . .

‘in the air intercept role. . iz:_;—?f’-l -
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Since maxnmnmz eontrol of pnvate “aircraft ﬂxghi -
. activities within Bolivian airspace is presently beyond |
“ government capabilities, aircraft denial through con- -
fiscation can achicve greater results. Article 71 of '
Bolivia's antinarcotics law 1008 provides a legal basis
for the immediate seizure of assets found tobe ~ . -
supporting cocaine processing or trafficking activities. ™
More vigorous enforcement of this antinarcotics law T
at a few select airports could greatly curtail the ’ .
operations of many Bolman cowne tmﬁckus -
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police vdcuuming suspect air-
craft and conducting on-site analysis of the dust

samples taken. By chemically confirming the presence
of minute traces of coca residue that remain after the
coca products are removed, the counternarcotics po-
lice are able to determine if an aircraft has been used
for trafficking. Before the initiation of Screaming
Eagle in late 1988, aircraft had to be “caught in the
act” of transporting coca derivatives in order to be
seized ,

Although Screaming Eagle bas resulted in the scizure
of about 30 aircraft since its inception, we believe the
full potential of this program has yet to be realized.
Certain unanticipated problems, such as press leaks of
impending operations and occasional resistance by
local populations, have hampered some Screaming
Eagle raids. At the present time, however, this pro-
gram offers the single best method of attacking the
tran?rtaﬁon networks of traffickers within Bolivia.

More aggressive Screaming Eagle raids in just a few
locations could result in the confiscation of a Iarh

rceatage of the trafficking ai i livia.
, indicate
ny cocaine smuggling aircraft are
normally housed at airports near a few cities and
towns that serve as trafficking hubs within Bolivia.
We believe that carefully orchestrated Screaming
Eagle operations would yield the greatest results at

the airports in Santa Cruz {Trompillo AP), Trinidad,
Cochabamba, and Santa Ana.-

In addition, our analysis of past Screaming Eagle
operations indicates that & few modifications might
improve the results of Screaming Eagle raids:

* Better airport isolation. Security fences need to
close airport ingress/egress routes, block runways,
and secure control towers. Using vehicles to block
runways would quickly shut down fixed-wing air
operations yet permit legitimate aircraft arrivals or

with only a few minutes notice.

L

s Enhanced preoperation security. Knowledge of
planned operations should be kept to a minimum in
view of the corruption factor.

* Careful mission timing. Late night or early morning
raids are likely tb catch more aircraft on the ground

than operations conducted during the middle of the
day.

® Better use of intelligence. Airport size, approximate
number of aircraft that will be present, and possible
hostile reactions by traffickers ar local population

. must be evaluated before the operation takes place

"‘]to casure adequate personnel and equipment are
“detailed for the operation. A list of suspect aircraft
and traffickers that operate out of the airport should
be compiled before the operation.

* Equipment. Previous raids have indicated that
sometimes special equipment, for example, riot
gear, is required in addition to the normal comple-
ment of weapons/testing gear used by police and
chemists. Needless to say, sufficient communica-
tions equipment, weapons, and training are essential
to ensure the safety of counternarcotics personnel on

these Operations.- o
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